Take Part Young Partners

The objectives: a partnership initiative between Take Part Community Action Hampshire and Hampshire Schools, the Take Part Young Partners project used the experience of young people’s empowerment activities with their local parish councils.  The project worked with a group of Hampshire schools and their local councils and the output was a Toolkit aimed at leaders and activities, including schools, community development workers, youth workers to give them the skills to establish youth empowerment programmes.  The Toolkit offers a learning framework which provides opportunities for accreditation and progression and is emphasises that young people have a key part to play in influencing decisions.  All in all the project involved 15 parish councils, 11 schools, two community groups, four district councils, the County Council, the Association for Citizenship Teaching and an extended school.

The content: The Toolkit has been produced as a DVD with downloadable information.  There is plenty of background information on empowerment policy and the DVD lays out the case for youth empowerment.  Part 2 is aimed at schools, local councils and community organisations and encourages the establishment of ‘civic partnerships’ which would be the basis for a youth empowerment activity.   Part 3 sets out the background to participatory democracy and the Government’s empowerment agenda, and illustrates the chapter with plenty of case studies which not only give an account of the youth empowerment activity, but also describe the impact.  There are links to policy documents and to a further set of more detailed case studies across Hampshire and beyond.  

Recommendations: the Project recommends that the Toolkit is taken forward regionally so that active learning for active citizenship can be more effectively developed and promoted across regions and nationally since a major policy concern of the authors of the Toolkit is that there is a failure on the part of national policy makers, as well as those at the regional and local level, to make the link between education for citizenship in schools, colleges and communities.  The authors specifically invite the SE REP to reflect on how this Project can be taken forward and built upon.

